
CITY OF AUGUSTA 

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING 

MINUTES 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 

7:00 P.M.  

 

LOCATION:  Augusta Civic Center, 76 Community Drive and 

aired live on Channel 1301 and Channel 7 or at augustamaine.gov. 

 

Present:  Councilor Conti, Judkins, Michaud, Lind, Grant, Alexander, Pouliot, LaRochelle 

and Mayor Rollins 

 

Absent:  None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

20-223  City Manager 

 

BE IT ORDERED, that the minutes of the City Council Business Meeting held September 3 

and September 10, 2020 submitted by the City Manager’s office be hereby approved. 

 

20-224      Mayor Rollins 

 

BE IT ORDERED  that Amanda Taylor  is hereby reappointed to the Historic District Review 

Board, said term to expire on 10/31/2023. 

 

20-225       Mayor Rollins 

 

BE IT ORDERED that Steve Dumont be reappointed o the Planning Board, said term to expire 

on 10/6/2023. 

 

20-226  City Manager 

 

BE IT ORDERED.  That the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding from the 

Bureau of Highway Safety’s 2021 High Visibility Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over grant that 

transpires from October 1, 2020 to September 15, 2021, in the amount of not less than 

$25,000.00, but not exceeding $30,000.00. The grant requires a 20% match which is in-kind, and 

will be met with administrative and summons issued. 

The project will consist of dedicated details to increase effective enforcement of traffic related 

laws specifically to reduce speed crash related fatalities and injuries. 

 

20-227  City Manager 

 



BE IT ORDERED.  That the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding from the 

Bureau of Highway Safety’s 2021 High Visibility Distracted Driving Enforcement grant that 

transpires from October 1, 2020 to September 15, 2021, the amount of not less than $25,000.00, 

but not exceeding $30,000.00. The grant requires a 20% match which is in-kind, and will be met 

with administrative and summons issued. 

The project will consist of dedicated details to increase effective enforcement of traffic related 

laws specifically to reduce distracted driving crash related fatalities and injuries.  

 

20-228  City Manager 

BE IT ORDERED.  That the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding from the 

Bureau of Highway Safety’s 2021 Pedestrian grant that transpires from October 1, 2020 to 

September 15, 2021, in the amount of not less than $25,000.00, but not exceeding $30,000.00. 

The grant requires a 20% match which is in-kind, and will be met with administrative and 

summons issued. 

The project will consist of dedicated details to increase effective enforcement of traffic related 

laws specifically to reduce pedestrian/motor crash fatalities and injuries. 

 

20-229  City Manager 

 

BE IT ORDERED.  That the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding from the 

Bureau of Highway Safety’s 2021 Occupant Protection -Click It or Ticket grant that transpires 

from October 1, 2020 to September 15, 2021, in the amount of not less than $25,000.00, but not 

exceeding $30,000.00. The grant requires a 20% match which is in-kind, and will be met with 

administrative and summons issued. 

Grant funding will be utilized to provide directed seatbelt enforcement and traffic related laws. 

 

20-230  City Manager 

 

BE IT ORDERED.  That the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding from the 

Bureau of Highway Safety’s 2021 Speed Enforcement grant that transpires October 1, 2020 to 

September 15, 2021, in the amount of not less than $25,000.00, but not exceeding $30,000.00. 

The grant requires a 20% match which is in-kind, and will be met with administrative and 

summons issued. 

The project will consist of dedicated details to increase effective enforcement of traffic related 

laws specifically to reduce speed crash related fatalities and injuries. 

 

 

20-231  City Manager 

 

BE IT ORDERED.  That the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding from the 

Bureau of Highway Safety’s 2021 Drug Recognition Expert grant that transpires from October 1, 

2020 to September 15, 2021, in the amount of not less than $4,000.00, but not exceeding 

$6,000.00. The grant requires a 20% match which is in-kind, and will be met with administrative 

costs. 

The project will reimburse our overtime costs incurred by call backs for our Drug Recognition 

experts.  



Motion for passage of Consent Agenda Order 20-223 through 20-231 

By: Grant  Second by: Pouliot 

Yeas: 8 

Nays: 0 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: ORDINANCES TO BE READ FOR THE SECOND TIME 

 

20-119  Mayor and Council 

 

WHEREAS, Augusta’s Building Permits per square foot fees have not changed in over 25 

years; and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost to have Code Enforcement Officers review, permit, and inspect a 

construction project has significantly increased in 25 years; 

 

NOW THEREFORE be it ORDAINED that the City Council of the city of Augusta 

amends the Code of Ordinances, Section 134-3 as follows, with added text shown with underline 

and deleted text shown with strikethrough: 

 

Motion for Waive Further Reading of Ordinance 20-119 

By: Lind Second by: Grant 

Yeas: 8 

Nays: 0 

 

§ 134-3 Building permit fees.  

 

The permit fees for the construction or alteration of a building or structure shall be set from time 

to time and a schedule of such fees is on file in the City Clerk's office. 

 

A. Residential  

 

$0.24 per sq ft + $15 for new principal structures  

$0.14 per sq ft + $15 for renovated space  

$0.10 per sq ft + $15 for unfinished space or accessory structures  

 

Permits applied for after construction has started shall be subject to a doubling of the 

fees, unless the Bureau of Code Enforcement determines that extenuating circumstances 

necessitated the early start of construction.  

 

B. Commercial  

 

$0.36 per sq ft + $30 for new principal structures  

$0.26 per sq ft + $30 for renovated space  

$0.10 per sq ft + $30 for unfinished space or accessory structures, including parking  

 



Permits applied for after construction has started shall be subject to a doubling of the 

fees, unless the Bureau of Code Enforcement determines that extenuating circumstances 

necessitated the early start of construction. 

 

Motion to table ordinance 20-119 

By: Judkins  Second by: Michadud 

Yeas: 8 

Nays: 0 

 

NEW BUSINESS: PART 1 – ORDERS AND RESOLVES 

 

20-232  Mayor and Council 

 

A Resolve of the Augusta City Council Commending the 

Exemplary Public Service of the Kennebec Face Mask Victress COVID-19 Mask 

Maker Volunteers 

 
WHEREAS, Maine and the Nation have, for several months, been in the grip of the most 

severe medical crisis in over one hundred years which is known as the COVID-19 coronavirus 

pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020 the State of Maine recorded its first positive presumptive 

case of COVID -19.  On March 15th, a civil state of emergency was declared in the State of 

Maine.  At that time, the CDC advised that face masks were essential to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19.  However, the world-wide supply of face masks was inadequate to meet the 

demands of the pandemic. 

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, a group of likeminded patriotic citizens created a Facebook 

group titled “Face Mask Victress” COVID-19 mask makers to help their community by sewing 

and donating fabric face masks to anyone battling COVID-19 that needed them.   The goal was 

victory over COVID-19.  If you read through their public Facebook group page from the date 

they started to the present date, you will see such incredible ingenuity, teamwork, selflessness, 

and kindness.  Initially the group made masks for their family and loved ones.  Then, seeing a 

need at their local hospital, they made over 3,000 masks for the hospital.  But they did not stop 

there.  They kept sewing and made thousands more masks for physician practices, the Augusta 

Farmer’s Market, the Augusta Food Bank, Augusta Food Program, Augusta Boys and Girls Club, 

Augusta Bread of Life Ministries, Augusta General Assistance program, Augusta Summer 

Recreation Program and, most recently, the Augusta Elementary Schools.   

WHEREAS, the members of this group are our citizens, friends and neighbors here in 

Maine’s capital city and they represent the best in what it means to be Americans and 

therefore we recognize them as a group and individually: 



Thank you: 
 

Sharon Dow 
Kathi Wall 
Brenda Callahan 
Hazel Henderson 
Bonnie Fuller  
Nancy Cooley 
Terry Bouthout 
Cindi Cunningham 
Mary Jean Dwyer 
Phyllis Buck 
Phyllis Nichols 
Sue Gallant 
Katie Lee 
Diane Blais 
Irene McMahan 
Ronda Adams 
Lori Marchbanks 
Pat Manning 
Patty Althenn 
Ann Vashon 
Barbara Crowley 
Brenda Czado 
Edie Welch 
Nena Cunningham 
Susan Wallace 
Mary Ann Radsky 
Marci Alexander  
Patti Hayden 
Hilary Dawson 
And Countless Others… 



BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA  SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 

 
WHEREAS, this group continues to fight COVID-19 by sewing and sewing and sewing until we have 

victory over COVID-19; and 

NOW THEREFORE, the Augusta City Council, acting for the City of Augusta, Maine, hereby RESOLVES as 

follows: 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of Augusta, Maine for itself and its citizens do hereby 

extend our deep appreciation and gratitude for their selfless work of the Face Mask Victress COVID-19 mask 

makers.   

Motion for passage of Resolve 20-232 

By: Lind  Second by: LaRochelle 

Yeas: 8 

Nays: 0 

 

20-233  Mayor and Council 

 

BE IT ORDERED that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a contract renewal for a term of five 

years with Digital Spirit Media for services related to the production and broadcast of public meetings/events 

and public information as detailed in the existing contract between the parties. 

 

Motion for passage of Order 20-233 

By: Grant  Second by: Pouliot 

Yeas: 8 

Nays: 0 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Committee Reports  

City Manager’s Report 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned 7:41 P.M. 

 

Loretta Lathe, Executive Assistant 

September 25, 2020 

 


